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Joint Leadership Council of Veterans Service Organizations 

Meeting Minutes 

December 15, 2022 

 

A meeting of the Joint Leadership Council of Veterans Service Organizations (the JLC) was held on 

December 15, 2022 at 10 a.m. at the Virginia War Memorial, 621 S. Belvidere St. Richmond VA 

23220 

 

Members Present 

• Rich Mansfield, Air Force Sergeants Association 

• William Aramony, American Legion 

• Glenn Yarborough, Association of the United States Army 

• Denice Williams, Disabled American Veterans 

• Thad Jones, Fifth Baptist Church Veterans Ministry 

• Sha’ron Martin, Fleet Reserve Association 

• John Clickener, Marine Corps League 

• Mark Atchison, Military Order of the Purple Heart 

• Vernon Peters, Military Order of the World Wars 

• Meredith Burns, Navy Mutual Aid Association 

• Preston Curry, Paralyzed Veterans of America 

• Terence Moore, Reserve Organization of America 

• Dan Karnes, Roanoke Valley Veterans Council 

• Rick Raskin, Veterans of Foreign Wars 

• George Corbett, Vietnam Veterans of America 

• Carl Holcomb, Virginia Army/Air National Guard Enlisted Association 

• Kevin Hoffman, Virginia National Guard Association 

• Ann Crittenden, Women Marines Association 

• Michael Dick, Chairman, Board of Veterans Services 

• Jack Lanier, representing the Veterans Services Foundation 

• Daniel Gade, Commissioner, Department of Veterans Services  

 

Members attending virtually 

• Richard Shook, Air Force Association 

• Jack Hilgers, Legion of Valor 

• Jose Ramos, Wounded Warrior Project 

 

Members Absent 

• None 

Alternates Present (representing their VSO) 

• Jay Marts, AMVETS 

• John Down, Military Officers Association of America - virtually 

 

Alternates Present (not representing their VSO) 

• Bill Feasenmyer, American Legion 
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• John Cooper, Air Force Sergeants Association 

• Lisa Gregory, Disabled American Veterans (attending virtually) 

 

Commonwealth of Virginia Officials Present 

• Jordan Stewart, Assistant Secretary of Veterans and Defense Affairs 

• Major General Tim Williams, the Adjutant General 

• Captain Joshua McNallay, Virginia Air National Guard 

• Steven Combs, Department of Veterans Services (DVS) 

• Glendalynn Glover, DVS 

• Brandi Jancaitis, DVS 

• Angela Porter, DVS 

• Kayla LaFond, DVS 

• Mary Garcia, DVS (attending virtually) 

• Erika Nasah, DVS 

• Jayla Plymouth, DVS 

• Rob Jukic 

 

Guests 

• MacKenzie Heidelmark, Office of Congresswoman Spanberger 

• Michael Sopko (attending virtually) 

• Karla Boughey, Veterans Services Foundation 

• Joanne Smith, Veterans of Foreign Wars Post 9808 

• Jackie Johnson 

• Jessica Nichols, Virginia National Guard Association 

 

Items included in the Agenda Packet 

• Draft Agenda 

• Draft Minutes September 9, 2022 meeting 

• Board of Veterans Services (BVS) Report to JLC 

• Veterans Services Foundation (VSF) Report to JLC 

• Department of Veterans Services (DVS) Operations Update 

• VVFS SPOAS / VISR Overview 

• Draft JLC Electronic Meeting Policy 

• Draft JLC 2023 Meeting Schedule and Work Plan 

• 2023 Legislative Initiatives 

• Proposals/position papers 

 

Call to Order 

Joint Leadership Council of Veterans Service Organizations (JLC) Chair Denice Williams called the 

meeting to order at 10:00 a.m. and led the JLC in the Pledge of Allegiance. 

 

Thoughts and meditation 

Kevin Hoffman provided thoughts and meditation. 

 

Roll Call of VSOs, Quorum Determination, and Introduction of Guest 
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The roll was called, and 23 of the 23 Veterans Service Organizations (VSOs) represented on the 

Joint Leadership Council of Veterans Service Organizations (the JLC) were recorded as being 

represented.  A quorum was determined.  The three ex officio members were recorded as present. 

 

Approval of the Agenda (Attachment 1) 

Mr. Glenn Yarborough made a motion, seconded by Mr. Jack Lanier, to approve the meeting 

agenda as presented. The motion carried by unanimous vote. 

 

Approve September 9, 2022 Meeting Minutes 

Mr. John Clickener made a motion, seconded by Mr. Rick Raskin, to approve the minutes as 

drafted.  The motion carried by unanimous vote. 

 

DVS Operational Update (Attachment 2) 

Commissioner Dan Gade noted the DVS legislative initiative for the Women Veterans License Plate 

and the requirement to receive 450 pre-applications. The Commissioner also noted the Suicide 

Prevention Grant application with a goal to award grants in the May timeframe. Commissioner Gade 

also noted surviving spouses of those who died on active duty in the Pentagon are excluded from 

real property tax exemption due to the definition of the member’s death. To date, the cause of death 

is not defined as killed in action. 

 

Jay Marts asked the Commissioner to provide information on the Community Veteran Engagement 

Board (CVEB) Conference. Commissioner Gade provided further details. 

 

Virginia Veterans and Family Support (VVFS) Services Director, Brandi Jancaitis commented on 

the 988 Military Veteran Crisis Line. Director Jancaitis further commented on increased capacity 

within DVS for suicide prevention and opioid addiction services.  

 

Dr. Angela Porter introduced herself as the Suicide Prevention Director. Dr. Porter provided an 

overview of the staffing and program efforts.  

 

DMA Update 

Major General Williams provided an operational update on the Virginia National Guard.  

 

JLC 2023 Legislative Initiatives 

Assistant Secretary Jordan Stewart provided an update on legislative priorities. AS Jordan noted the 

Administration’s support on three of the JLC legislative priorities for the 2023 Session. 

 

Governor’s Introduced Budget Briefing 

CDC Steven Combs presented the military and veteran related items in the Governor’s Introduced 

Budget. 

 

Prioritizing of JLC 2023 Initiatives 

Mr. John Clickener provided a status of the 2023 Legislative Initiatives and led discussion on the 

prioritizing of the JLC Legislative Initiatives. Mr. Clickener also provided information on training 

opportunities for Lobbyist in a Box. Mr. Jack Hilgers noted plans for the 2023 JLC Day on the Hill. 
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JLC 2023 Prioritized List: 

2023-01 – Tax Relief Surviving Spouses 

2023-02 – Effective Date Real Property Tax Exemption 

2023-03 – Removal of Age Requirement Income Tax Subtraction 

2023-04 – Elimination of Burial Fee for Surviving Spouses and Guard / Reserve 

2023-05 – State Park Admission National Guard 

2023 -06 – Income Tax Deduction National Guard 

 

BVS Report (Attachment 3) 

Chairman Michael Dick of the Board of Veterans Services (BVS) provided the BVS report.  He 

noted the September 22, 2022 meeting at the College of William & Mary. Chairman Dick also noted 

the BVS adoption of the Electronic Meeting Policy. 

 

VSF Report (Attachment 4) 

Mr. Jack Lanier of the Veterans Services (VSF) presented the VSF report.  He noted VSF fund 

raising activities and the Governor’s salary contribution. 

 

New Business, Open Discussion, and “Good of the Order” reports 

Chair Williams opened the floor to accept nominations for the Chair of the nominating committee. 

Bill Aramony made a motion, seconded by Kevin Hoffman for Glenn Yarborough to serve as 

nominating Chair. The motion carried unanimously. 

 

Chair Williams asked for a Primary and Alternate for Governor’s Challenge Team to Prevent 

Suicide. Chair Williams appointed John Cooper as primary and Rich Mansfield is appointed as 

alternate. 

 

John Clickener made a motion, seconded by Rick Raskin to appoint Monti Zimmerman for the 

NOVA Veteran Treatment Docket. The motion carried. 

 

Chair Williams requested a volunteer a representative to the Hampton Roads Treatment Docket. 

Rich Mansfield made a motion, seconded by Mr. Clickener to nominate himself. Motion carried. 

 

Chair Williams asked for volunteers for the Spotsylvania Treatment Docket. Hearing nothing, Chair 

Williams left the position open. 

 

Chair Williams asked for discussion on the Electronic Meeting Policy. Chair Williams asked for a 

motion to adopt the Electronic Meeting Policy. Mr. Clickener made a motion, seconded by Mr. 

Marts. The motion carried. 

 

Mr. Clickener made a motion, seconded by Mr. Martin to adopt the 2023 Work Plan. The motion 

carried. 

 

Public Comment 

Mr. Sopko thanked the JLC for the initiative on the real estate tax exemption. Mr. Sopko asked about 

HB1168 from the 2022 GA Session and asked if would need to be reintroduced. CDC Combs noted 
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that HB1168 was carried forward to the 2023 GA Session and left in committee, and therefore, a 

new bill would need to be introduced.  

 

Mr. Sopko asked about the proposal for the effective date of real property tax exemption. Chair 

Williams asked Mr. Sopko to work with the VSO sponsoring the initiative. 

 

Chair Williams nominated Lisa Gregory for the Central Virginia Treatment Docket. Motion carried. 

 

Adjourn 

Chairman Williams adjourned the meeting at 12:25 p.m.   

 

The next regular business meeting is December 15, 2022 at 10 a.m. at the Virginia War Memorial. 
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ATTACHMENT 1 
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ATTACHMENT 2 
VDVS Operations Update  
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ATTACHMENT 3 
Board of Veterans Services (BVS) Report 
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ATTACHMENT 4 
Veterans Services Foundation (VSF) Report 

 

 
 

 
 

 


